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1 . SUMMARY. SIXTEEN PAP CANDIDATES WERE RETURNED UNOPPOSED 
ON NOMINATION DAY, DECEMBER 13; 53 CONSTITUENCIES WILL BE 
CONTESTED, INCLUDING TWO THREE-WAY FIGHTS. THE WORKER S 
PARTY FIELDED ONLY 22 CANDIDATES, THE UNITED FRONT 15, THE 
BARISAN SOSIALIS 6, THE UNITED PEOPLE'S FRONT 6, THE JUSTICE 
PARTY 2, PKMS 2, AND INDEPENDENTS 2. END SUMMARY. 

2. SIXTEEN PAP CANDIDATES WERE RETURNED UNOPPOSED WHEN 
NOMINATIONS WERE CLOSED YESTERDAY. THESE INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING 
SIX CABINET MINISTERS: DR. GOH KENG SWEE, ONG PANG BOON, 

JEK YEUN THONG, CHUA SIAN CHIN, E. W. BARKER, AND DR. LEE 
CHIAW MENG. SENIOR MINISTER OF STATE K.C. LEE WAS ALSO RE- 
TURNED UNOPPOSED. 

3. SIX INCUMBENT PAP MPS WERE DROPPED. THE ONLY 
ONE LIKELY TO BE AT ALL FAMILIAR TO FOREIGN POLITICAL 
OBSERVERS IS WONG LIN KEN, FORMER AMBASSADOR TO 
THE U.S. 

4. THE OPPOSITION HAS HELD TO ITS ELECTORAL DIVISION 
PACT. IN ADDITION, THE WORKER'S PARTY HAS YIELDED TO 

THE UPF CANDIDATES SO THAT THERE ARE ONLY TWO THREE-WAY 
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WORKER'S PARTY FAILED TO CONTEST 12 OF THE 33 CON 
STITUENCIES ALLOTTED TO IT, INCLUDING THREE YIELDED 
TO THE UPF. THE UNITED FRONT FAILED TO CONTEST 5 OF 20, 

INCLUDING ONE YIELDED TO THE UPF. THE JUSTICE PARTY 
FAILDED TO CONTEST 6 OF 8, INCLUDING ONE YIELDED TO THE 
UPF AND ONE TO THE WP. THE BARISAN SOSIALIS FILED ITS 
ANNOUNCED 6; PKMS (JOINT OPPOSITION COUNCIL- ALLIED FACTION) 
FILED ITS ANNOUNCED 2, AND TWO INDEPENDENTS FILED. THE 
UNITED PEOPLE'S FRONT ENDED UP FILING FOR SIX SEATS, A FAR 
CRY FROM THE 69 TO WHICH THEY HAD EARLIER PUBLICLY ASPIRED. 

5. PRIME MINISTER LEE KUAN YEW REPEATED THE MAIN PAP 
THEMES AT HIS NOMINATION DAY PRESS CONFERENCE WHEN HE 
CASTIGATED THE OPPOSITION'S INEXPERIENCE AND LACK OF 
CREDIBILITY. STRESSING THE NEED FOR THE PAP'S LEADERSHIP 
TO MEET THE ECONOMIC CHALLENGES AHEAD, LEE ARGUED HE HAD 
"ALWAYS BELIEVED IN CLEARING THE DECKS BEFORE I RUN INTO 
ROUGH WEATHER" AS JUSTIFICATION FOR HOLDING AN 
EARLY ELECTION. 

5. COMMENT: THE OPPOSITION FAILED TO CAPITALIZE 
ON SEVERAL GOOD OPPORTUNITIES AMONG THE SIXTEEN UN- 
CONTESTED SEATS. DESPITE WORKER PARTY CHIEF JEYARETNAM'S 
ALLEGATION OF HARASSMENT OF POTENTIAL CANDIDATES, HIS PARTY'S 
FAILURE TO FILL ITS SEATS WAS APPARENTLY DUE TO 
ORGANIZATIONAL INCOMPETENCE AND LACK OF FINANCE. THE 
UF FAILURE TO STAND IN 5 CONSTITUENCIES IS CLEARLY DUE 
TO LACK OF FUNDS; SEVERAL PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED UF 
CANDIDATES QUIETLY FAILED TO FILE. 
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